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Abstract
e _________________ ]

The research summary of LiPu of Qin and Han
Dynasties bamboo slips and silk

ABSTRACT

In the archaeological work in recent years, there are many LiPu slips. As the bamboo slips
unearthed documents, slips of LiPu saved without posterity processing of original information,
not only provides a reliable evidence for dating, but also provides an important reference for us
to systemly research the ancient Qin and Han Dynasties calendar.

At present, scholars have conducted many studies on LiPu, but most are for the individual
LiPu or the individual aspects of LiPu, the related research summary involves little. Therefore,
this paper is summarized based on the academic achievements, and then in-depth study of
related problems.

The academic discussion mainly focuses on four aspects: naming, shape, records of the
year and calendar.

The main points about naming incloud the statements of"LiPu", "calendar day", "diary", "
journal" or "record", "ZhiRi" and " calendar record ". Because of the number of calendar is so
much and the content is not same, it is difficult to have a unified standard to summarize, so
when we named the slips of LiPu we can't lump together. The best way is to categorized
according to its content firstly and then make a discussion, and finally determine the nature and
function of all kinds of different calendars.

In the aspect of shape, the main discussion is about the number and the length ofrope about
bamboo and wooden slips of LiPu currently. According to statistics, each slips of LiPu in the
material length is different, not only simply the slips of LiPu, but also other kinds of bamboo
slips, so it is difficult to find the law of the length. In the number of rope, length and material
can be the factors. In the copying way, LiPu can be divided into five categories basically, but
also presents some special copying way, such as square. This also can be seen that LiPu shows a
trend of diversification froming the Qin Dynasty to Han Dynasty.

Qin and Han bamboo slips unearthed incloud the information of year, leap, month, the
moon,and so on,but the unearthed slips of LiPu can not incloud all of this information, mostly
about the combination of one or more of the imformation. Scholars follow certain methods on
the year of research, firstly launch the Ganzhi of the first day of one month by the slips of
LiPuthen push the present through the table again, to determine the year. When there are
multiple solutions, and other information, such as the new order, the new moon cycle
reappearance and a simple upper and lower limit about the slips which accompany LiPu, finally
to determine the only year.In this article , we will record the calendar year in the order of the
relevant research results on academic. For the controversial years, we will try to make our own
judgments .

1]
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History books rarely records the calendar and the calendar reform time of Qin Dynasty to
the early Han Dynasty .We can recover the Ganzhi of the first day of one month from Qin
Dynasty to the early Han Dynasty according to the calendar of historical records,but the result
does not conform to unearthed materials. So the calendar at the beginning of the actual line
becames a mystery. The academic point of view there are Zhuanxu ancient calendar, Yin ancient
calendar and the restoration which is different from the six ancient calendar method, etc.. For
the Qin Dynasty to to the early Han Dynasty calendar has changed, most scholars agree this
view, but for what point or period has changed, the Public opinions are divergent.

The properties and uses of LiPu is not the same, and the authenticity of the calendar
recording time is not absolute, so we will find there are a few mistakes. Because of long time to
spread since ancient times and the spread of different transcription may also result in errors, our
understanding will be a certain deviation. So whether the handed down literature or not the
unearthed historical spectrum materials, it is difficult to be completely accurate, so we should
not be too stick.

Keywords: LiPu; naming; shape; year;calendar
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